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SENATE RESOLUTION 71  

By  Ketron 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to recognize Mark Follis for being named the 

2015 Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce 
Business Person of the Year. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this legislative body should salute those 

citizens who, through their extraordinary efforts, have distinguished themselves as community 

leaders of whom we can all be proud; and 

 WHEREAS, one such noteworthy person is Mark Follis, a partner with the accounting 

firm Dempsey Vantrease & Follis PLLC, who has recently been named the 2015 Business 

Person of the Year by the Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce; and 

 WHEREAS, Mark Follis earned his bachelor's degree in business administration from 

Middle Tennessee State University, and gained employment with Dempsey Wilson and Co. 

while still a student; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Follis became a full-time employee of the firm in 1982, and was 

admitted as a partner in 1989; the firm changed its name to Dempsey Vantrease & Follis PLLC 

in 1998; and 

 WHEREAS, he specializes in tax planning for closely held businesses, including estate 

planning, corporate tax planning, individual planning, and working with qualified retirement 

plans; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition to his work with Dempsey Vantrease & Follis PLLC, Mark Follis 

also serves on the Christy Houston Foundation board of directors, and the SunTrust Bank 

Community Advisory Board; and 

 WHEREAS, deeply devoted to his community, Mark Follis has served as a board 

member of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Rutherford County, Stones River Country Club, and 

Murfreesboro Noon Rotary Club, as well as elder of First Presbyterian Church; and 
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 WHEREAS, Mark Follis epitomizes the spirit and commitment that are characteristic of a 

true Tennessean; and 

 WHEREAS, he is most grateful for the love and companionship he shares with his wife 

of twenty-eight years, Laura, and their two daughters, Rachel and Caroline; and 

 WHEREAS, the members of this legislative body find it appropriate to acknowledge and 

applaud Mark Follis for his many contributions to the good people of Tennessee, his unwavering 

commitment to others, and his astute leadership in Rutherford County; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we hereby recognize and honor Mark Follis 

for being named the 2015 Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce Business Person of the 

Year, and extend our best wishes to him for continued success in all his future endeavors. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


